Individual Character of Variation in
The ratio, A, of intra-personal to inter-personal (group) standard deviations was similar for defined age/sex classes and the overall group for 16 serum constituents.
When the "raw" intra-individual variation (biological plus analytical variation) was adjusted to remove the average analytical component, the resulting R was less than .80 for all constituents except creatine kinase, which indicates that these are all particularly strong "discriminators" of individuality. These results imply the need for individual rather than population-based reference ranges, even if the latter are from persons of similar age and the same sex. days to precisely determine differences.
The assay results In Table 1 represent the same time span as that during which subjects' blood samples were studied. 
